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INTRODUCTION
If youwant to freeyourdigital
mediafromtheconfines of

yourPCsothatyoucanlisten
to yourmusicandviewyour
photos onyourTV, youneed

a

streamingmediareceiver.
Thesedevicesallowyou to

playfilesthatarestoredon
yourPC

in otherroomsaround
yourhouseoveryournetwork.
Manyalsoallowyou to access
onlinecontent

,

soaswellas
usingyourlivingroomTV

to

watch a moviestoredonyour
PC

, youcanalsowatch
YouTube

,

listen
to internet

radio or evenrent a filmover
theinternet . We' ll guideyou
throughyouroptionsand
helpyoufindtheperfect
companion foryourtelly.

KatOrphanides
PCsand
audioexpert

GOWITH
THEFLOW
Whyskulk in thespareroom to watch
moviesandlisten to musiconyourPC
whenyoucanstretchoutonthesofa
instead . Allyouneed is one of the10
mediastreamersontest

Choosinga...
Mediastreamer
media

streaminghasbecome
a common

feature of mid-range TVsandBtu-ray players.
Integratedstreaming of thiskind

is fine if you
want

to
look

at a fewJPEGphotos or
listen to theodd

MP3storedonyourPC
,

but it can' t comparewiththe
flexibilityandformatsupport of a dedicatedstreaming
multimedia receiver.

Untilrecently ,

formatsupportwasthekeyconcern
whenbuying a streamer : wouldyourhardware beable
to handleallthefilesyouwanted to playonit?Now

,

as
almosteverystreamercanhandle a massive range of

codecsandwrappers at resolutions
of up to 1080p ,

the
mainquestion is

one
of usabilityandextra features.

MAKING A CONNECTION
Allthemultimediastreamers we'vereviewed have

at

leastanHDMIport to plug in
to yourTVand a 10

/ 100
wiredEthernetportto connect to yournetwork . Most
alsohavecomposite andcomponentvideooutputs ,

whicharehandy if youhaveanolderTV or haverun
out of HDMIports ,

aswellasstereophono outputs for
analogue audio or digital S / PDIFaudiooutputs.

Almostallthestreamers have
at leastoneUSBport

and a fewalsohaveeSATAportsandmemory card
readers . USBportsallowyou to connectexternalhard

disksandplaymediastoredonthemdirectly . Thiscan
beparticularly handy if

a
friendcomesroundwith their

holidayphotos or a videoclip ,

asyou' ll beable to view
themimmediatelywithoutthehassle of copying them
to yourPC.

Manymultimediareceiverscansharecontenton a

USBharddiskacrossyournetwork
,

andsomehave
built-inBitTorrent

or UsenetNZBclientsthatyoucan
use

to downloadcontentdirectly to
a connected

externalharddisk . YoucanalsousetheUSBportson
moststreamers to connect a keyboard to make

navigationeasier
;

ViewSonic' s VMP74evenletsyou
plug in

a mouse.
WiredEthernet is thenetworkingstandard of choice

formediastreaming ,
as it ensures a fastandconsistent

connection even in places wherewireless networking
maysufferfrom interference or a weaksignal . If you' d

rathernotrunnetwork cableintoyoursittingroom
,

wireless is stillanoption . Onlytwo
of thestreamers

we'vereviewed theAppleTVandD-LinkBoxeeBox
havebuilt-inwireless adaptors ,

butalltheothers

provideoptionalWiFisupportvia a USBdongle . Signal
strength is a factorwhen it comes

to
wirelessstreaming

and is mostlikelyto createproblemswhenviewingHD
video

,

whichcanbe jerkyif thesignal is weak.
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FORMATWARS
Videoandaudio formatsupportamongmedia
streamers is muchbetterthan it waseven a year
ago . Almosteveryplayerwesawcouldhandleall
theusualcodecandwrapper formatssuchas
MPEG4

,

AVIandWMV
,

andevenmoreunusual

formatssuchasMatroshka
(

MKV
)

andDVDISO
files .

However
,

it'
s stillimportant thatyoumake

surethedeviceyoubuycanhandleyour
favouritefiletypes . Thebestexample of whyyou
shoulddothis is theAppleTV2ndGeneration.

It'
s theonlystreamerthatcanplayApple' s

ProtectedAAC filesandAudible' s proprietary
audiobook format

,

but it playsonly a limited

range of audioandvideofiletypes (

MPEG4and
H.264video

,

aswellasMP3andAACaudio
).

HDvideo is usuallyencoded in MPEG4
,

H.264andWMV-HDformats .Allthemultimedia
receivers in thisround-up canplayHDvideo

,

and
almostall of themcanoutput it at resolutions

of up to 1080p . TheAppleTV is theexception
720p is themaximum it cansend to yourTV

,

even if you' re playing a 1080pvideofile . This
won' t makemuchdifference if you' re sitting at a

respectable distance from a
32inTV

,

butthe lack
of

FullHDsupportwillbefeltmorekeenlyby
thosewithlargerscreens.

PORTOUT
ToconnectyourTV to a

mediareceiver
,

both
devicesmusthavetheappropriateports . ForFull

ISSUE 277 " COMPUTER SHOPPER " MARCH2011

HD
( 1080p )

video
, you' ll

needboth a media
streamerand a TVwithHDMIports .Allthe
mediastreamers wereviewhavesuchanoutput.
Othervideo formatsaresuitable forolderTVs . A

componentconnectioncanoutputHDfootage
up to 1080i

,

butcoaxialoutputsarelimited to

poor-quality standard-definitionvideo . You' ll

struggle to find a mediastreamerwith a SCART

socket . In
mostcases

,

HDMI is thebestchoice.
HDMIcanalsooutputaudio

,

soyoucan
connectyourmediastreamer to yourAV
receiver . Notallmediastreamers candeliverthe
fullrange of

surround-sound formatsyou' d find
onDVDsandBlu-raydiscs . Ourtableonpage
100listsalltheformatsthateachmedia
streamersupports.

If yourAVreceiverdoesn'
t acceptHDMI

inputs ,

or yousimplywant to hookup a pair of

speakers ,

lookfor a
receiverwithan S

/

PDIF

output (

coaxial or optical )

or stereophono
outputs . Ourtable tellsyouwhichoutputseach
receiverwillhave.

SERVINGTIME
Althoughseveral of

themultimediastreamers

have
,

or canbefittedwith
,

harddisksthatallow
them to storeandsharefiles independently
of

a PC
,

theirdefining feature is theability
to playfilesstoredon a

server . Many
networkattached storage (

NAS
)

devices canactas
mediaservers usuallyasiTunes andUniversal

MEDIASTREAMERS

PlugandPlay (

UPnP
)

servers but it'
s easy

to useyourPCor laptop to
servemusicand

videoacross a
network.

Somereceiverscomewith theirownserver

software
,

butmostworkwitheitherUPnP or

Server MessageBlock
(

SMB
)

network filesharing.
YoumayalreadyhaveUPnPmediaserver
softwareonyourPC in theform of

Windows
MediaPlayer12 .

If youhaveanearlierversion

of MediaPlayer , you' ll
have to upgrade to the

latestversion . Unfortunately ,

it doesn' t have

built-instreamingsupport forformatssuch

asOGG
,

FLACandMKV
,

andwasunable to

indexandstreamfilesevenafterweinstalled
thecorrectDirectShowplug-ins fromwww.

wmplugins.com .

OtherUPnPserversoftware
,

suchasthecommercialTwonkyMedia package ,

supports a widerrangeof files.
However

,

theproblem of
limited format

support is common to manyUPnPserver

programs ,

sowe' re pleased to
seethatmost

network media receiverssupportSMB . When a

receiverconnects to a
Windows shared folder

(

whichusesSMB
)

,

thereceiverlistsallthefiles it

canplay ,

ratherthanonlythosesupportedby a

UPnPserver .
UnlikewithUPnP

, youdon' t need

to haveserversoftware running ,

asthecapability
is
builtintoWindows .

MacandLinuxuserscan
createSMBsharesusingSambaserversoftware.

Seetheboxonpage99forourguide to

settingupSMBandUPnPshares in
Windows 7

.
®
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MEDIASTREAMERS

A.C . RYAN
Playon!HDMini

* *

£80incVAT
Fromwww.micomonline.co.uk

ThePlayon!HDMiniis thecheapestmedia
streameryetfromA.C . Ryan .

It' s notmuch to

look at

,

butthislittleblackboxoffersplenty
of ports , includingHDMI

, componentand
compositevideooutputs ,

stereophonoand
optical S /

PDIFforaudio
,

10
/

100Ethernetand a

couple of USBports.
Theremotecontrol is simplebutlacks

a

fewbuttonsthatwe' d finduseful . Forinstance
,

there' s noshortcut to thephotobrowser but
there is oneformusic . Meanwhile

,

thelargely
redundantnumberpadcan' t beused to enter
text that'

s donebyselecting letters from
onscreenkeyboard.

Themediastreamer' s

maininterface looks
crude

,

withbigblueicons
thatdon'

t accurately
representtheirassociated
menus andfeatures . Even
at 1080p ,

theinterface
lookedas if

it wasrunning
at

a lowerresolution.
You' ll spendmost of

your timeusingthebasic
filebrowser

,

whichlets
youviewsupported files

an

APPLE
TV

(

2ndGeneration
)

* * *

£92incVAT
Fromwww.techdepot.co.uk

The latestAppleTV is smallerand sleekerthan
itspredecessor ,

with a radically redesigned
interface .

It' s alsoremarkably cheap at just
under£100 . Althoughweweren' t expecting
loads of features at thisprice ,

wewerestill
surprised to findthattheAppleTVhas a

maximum resolution
of only720p.

Youcan' t

fit manyportson a 10cmsquare
box

,

but it doesn' t need a lot . There' s anHDMI
output ,

anopticalS
/

PDIFfor
a surround-sound

ampand a 10 / 100Ethernetport . Thestreamer
alsohasbuilt-in802.11nwirelessnetworking.
Theslimmetalremotecontrol is refreshingly
simple ,

withjustfourdirectionalcontrolsand
buttons

to select
,

viewthemenuandplay or

pause . Youcanalsocontrol thestreamerfrom
aniPhone

,

iPad or iPodTouchusingApple' s

freeRemoteapp.
Thenew interface

looks incredibly glossy ,

with justfourmaintabs.
TheMoviestabhouses
filmsandtrailers fromthe
iTunesStore

,

andInternet
providesaccess to

YouTube
,
Podcasts

,

Flickr
andinternet radio . From
theComputers tab

, you

Edt11123 : 70

VERDICT A plethora of unnecessary options
makethePlayon!HDMiniconfusing ,

and
audioplayback couldbesmoother

STREAMING MULTIMEDIA RECEIVER lx stereo
phonooutput ,

lx optical S / PD1Foutput ,

lx

HDMIoutput ,

lx componentoutput ,

lx

compositeoutput , supportsWMA ,AAC ,

OGG
,
Wav

,

MP3audio
,
MPEG1

,
MPEG2

,

MPEG4,APC ,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

RealVideo
,

XviD
,

DivX ,AVI ,ASF ,WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,

RM
,

RMVB ,VOBvideo
PARTCODEPV73200P
DETAILS www.playonhd.com

Q!=101W7
VERDICT AppleTVhas
willsuitthosewhouse
butits low resolution

a

support countagainst i

onlocalUSBdrivesaswellasUPnP
andnetworkshares . Thereareother

ways to
browse yourmedia

,

but
you' ll need to createindexfiles to use
themproperly . TheMediaLibrarywas
designed to workonA.C . Ryanstreamerswith
built-inharddisks

,

butcanbeusedwithremote
networkshares or a USBdisk if you' re prepared
to spendsometimemessingaround the
Playon!HD

'

s Linuxcommand line.
Analternativebrowser

,

theMovieJukebox ,

is

includedandintegrateswithfreesoftwarecalled
YAMJ

(

YetAnotherMovieJukebox
)

onyourPC.

Thisprovides a glossy ,

browsableindex of allyour
movies

, completewithbox
artwork . Youcanusethe
FileCopyfeature to move
content between devices.

The InternetFeeds
menuprovides access to

Flickr
,

Picasa andRSSfeeds.
TheShoutcast-powered
InternetRadiooptioncan
besortedbystation or

genre . Withsomany
options ,

thePlayon!HD

canplaymusic
,

videos andphotos
storedonanynetworked computer
runningiTunes . Finally ,

theSettings
menu

is whereyouconfigureyour
networksettings ,

screensaverand

AppleAirPlay ,

whichletsyoustream
audio

to otherAirPlaydevices.

AppleTV is incrediblyeasy to
setup . Connect

it
to yourTVandnetwork

,

enableHomeSharing
onanycopy of iTunesyouwant

to accessand
you' re ready to go . Music

,

videosandpictures
areeasy to find . Albumcoversareshown if

iTuneshaslocatedthem
,

andbothvideoand
audioplaylistsworkwell

, although youcreate
them

in
iTunesratherthanontheAppleTV

itself . Thepictureviewer is sleek
,

withthumbnail
previewsandanexcellentslideshow interface

thatprovidesvariousview
modes andeffects.

However
,

allthis
convenience comes at the
expense of flexibility . The

AppleTV
is tied to iTunes

a lovely interfaceand
iTunes foreverything ,

ndpoorformat

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER lx optical
S

/
PDIFoutput ,

lx HDMI output , supportsAAC
,

Protected AAC ,Wav ,

Audible
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
, MJPEG , MOVvideo

PART CODEMC572B /
A

DETAILS www.apple.com

andhasverylimited
formatsupport . Youcan

onlyplayH.264
,

MPEG4
or

bizarrely MJPEGvideo.
Eventhen

,

MPEG4content

Minifeelsas
if

it'
s designed to dotoomuch

,

and
isn' t wellsuitedforall of it . Despite this

,

it
works

ratherwell in basic browsermode . It successfully
playedthevideocontent of ourBlu-rayrips ,

and
gaveusfullmenucontroloverDVDISOfiles.

Thestandardmediabrowserdoesn' t support
videoplaylists butwillhappilyplay a directory
full of videos

in sequence . Wenoticed a slight
glitchaseachfilestarted to play ,

and a similar

glitch at thebeginning of audiofiles.
Albumartandtrackinformation were

displayedcorrectly ,

buttracksweren'
t

in the
rightorderwhenwebrowsedSMBshares . Slow
loadtimes

,

evenfrom a directlyconnectedUSB
drive

,

made flickingthroughphotoslideshows

frustrating ,

but at leastthere' s
a choice of

optionsfordisplaying thumbnails and

configuringslideshows . ThePlayon!HDMini
works

,

but
it' s nothing likeaseasy to useas

WesternDigital
'

s similarlypricedWDTVLive.

is limited to
a resolution of just640x480.

H.264-encoded content is onlysupported at
a

maximum resolution of 720p wewereable to

play a 1080pfile
,

buttheAppleTVoutput it
at

720p . SupportedaudioformatsincludeAAC
,

MP3
,

AIFF
,

WayandAudibleaudiobooks.
Withsuchlimitedsupport ,

evenhome
moviesarelikely to requiretime-consuming
conversation beforeyoucanplaythem . Wehad
a fewotherniggles . Forexample , youcan' t skip
moviechapters or adjust thevolumewiththe
remote

,

andyoucan'
t log into

Flickryou
can

onlysearch
it

or
viewspecific users'galleries.

If youalreadyuse ' Tunesforeverything ,

includingvideoplaybackandbuyingmovies
,

the
AppleTV is a cheap ,

hassle-free streamerthat' s

lovely to use . If youuse a wider range of formats
or want1080pHDvideo

,

theWesternDigital
WDTVLive

is a betterbuy it'
s cheaper ,

has a

higherresolutionanddoesmore.
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D-LINK
BoxeeBox

*
* * * *

£200incVAT
Fromwww.zawi.com

directionalcursor
. Flip it

over
, though ,

andthere' s

a
fullQWERTYkeyboard ,

which is a welcome

changefromclumsy
onscreenkeyboardsand
numerickeypads.

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

ULTIMATE

D-Link'
s
BoxeeBoxwentonsalelastmonth

,

but a firmwareupdatehasalreadybeen

released to improve itsinterfaceandironout
thebugs . Whilemoststreamersarestuckwith
mediocre variants

of thesame interface
,

D-Link
usesBoxee

,

a freeandveryglossymediacentre

applicationthatprovidesaccessboth to online
servicesandfilesonyournetwork.

It' s one of themostattractivemedia

streamerswe'veseen
. At

therear it hasan
HDMIoutput ,

twoUSBportsforexternal

storage ( plusanSDcardslot
)

, optical S / PDIF

andstereophonooutputs .
Theboxhasboth a

10 / 100Ethernetportandbuilt-inWiFi . The
remotecontrol is

fantastic .
It uses a radio

connection
,

so it doesn' t

need line-of-sight to

work .
It hasthreebuttons

onthefront
( play / pause ,

selectandmenu
)

and a

EMINENT
hdMEDIARTEM7080

* *
*

£125 incVAT
Fromwww.amazon.co.uk

ThehdMEDIARTEM7080 lookslike a glossy
blackversion of theoldAppleTV . It hasHDMI

,

optical S /
PDIFout

, composite , component
videoandstereophonooutputs . There' s also a

USBType B portforconnecting it
to yourPCas

anexternalstoragedevice
, plustwostandard

USBportsandaneSATAportforconnecting
externalstorage . TheEM7080alsohasroom
for a ThinSATAharddisk

,

whichyoucanthen
use to turnyourstreamer into

a
NASdevice.

Fitting a disk is a littlefiddlyandthe
instructionsaren' t

illustrated
,

but it didn' t
take

ustoolong to workout . However
,

thecase

lacks insulation
,

whichmeans thediskandfan
areclearlyaudible .

If you
install a harddisk

, youcan
format it from theSetup
menu

,

but to configure
theEM7080' s SMBserver

,

BitTorrentandUsenet
NZBclients

, youneed to

logintoitsweb interface.
Theremotecontrol is

welllaidout
,

with
responsive andclearly
labelledbuttons .

Themain
interfacehas a simple
column of textbuttons

MZIIVIAA
VERDICT It' s expensiv
looksandeasy-to-use
bestmediastreamer

y

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER lx stereo

phonooutput ,

lx optical S /
PDIFoutput ,

lx
HDMI

output , supports WMA ,AAC ,

OGG
,

Wav
,

MP3

audio
,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1
,

AVI,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV
,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PARTCODEDSM-380
DETAILS www.dlinIcco.uk

VERDICT TheEM7080
thanmost

,

butwewe
problemssuchaspoo
userswhodon' t insta

e

,

butitsstunning
interface make it the
oucanbuy

has
a betterinterface

re
irritatedby

rYouTubesupport for
11 a

harddisk

HARDDISKSTREAMINGMULTIMEDIA DEVICE

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx opticalSPDIF

output ,

lx HDMI output ,

lx component output ,

lx compositeoutput , supportsWMA ,AAC ,

OGG
,

Wav
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4,APC ,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX ,AVI ,

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PARTCODEEM7080
DETAILS www.eminent-online.com

TobrowseSMBandUPnPshares

onyournetwork
, justpointtheBox

at
a directory andtell it

whatsort of

content youwant . Impressively ,

it

cantellthedifference between a

filmand a TVshow
,

anddisplays a

relevantthumbnail .
Forexample ,

it recognised
ourSharkTaleHDWMVfileas a filmand
showed a thumbnail of

theposter .
The list of

supportedvideofiletypes is immenseandallour
WMV

,

DivX
,

XviD
,

VOBandISOfilesworked

flawlessly . It canalsoresumeplayingalllocal
videos fromwhere it leftoff.

YoucanbrowsemusicbyArtistandAlbum
,

withfullartworkandvisualisations . Youcan' t

createplaylistsontheBox
,

butyoucanaccessplaylists
storedonyourUPnPserver.
Photoviewingworkswell

,

withslideshows andzoom
androtateoptions . Youcan
alsobrowseUSBstorage
andmemorycardsdirectly
from theFileinterface.

TheShowsoptionis

where thingsgetreally
interesting ,

as it pulls a list

runningdowntheright-handside of the
screen

,

with a large icon to illustrateeach
functionontheleft . Options include
Movies

,

MusicandPhoto
,

each of
which

allowsyou to browse internalstorage ,

USB
,

NFS
,

Samba
,

UPnP or externalDVD
devices forcontent.

A WebServicesmenuprovidesaccess to

YouTube
,

Shoutcast intemetradioandvideo
Metafeeds including thevideopodcastdirectory
MiroGuide

, alongwithphotos fromPicasa and
Flickr . TheYouTubeandPicasa appsdon' t

currently letyou to log in
to yourownaccount.

A moreworryingissue is
that

,

unlessyouhave a

harddisk installed or use
Linuxcommandline
options to create a swap
partitionon a USBdrive

,

YouTube videosarejerky
at

best . At worst
, they

wouldn' t play at all
,

even
afterweinstalled a

firmwareupdatedesigned
to

correcttheissue.
Likemostmodern

streamingmultimedia
receivers

,

theEM7080has
excellent formatsupport.

MEDIASTREAMERS

of programmesfromonlineservices
, including

bignamessuchasChannel 4 . Playing a show
eitherplaysthevideodirectly or

takesyou to
the

relevantwebsite .

Moviesdoes a similar thingfor
films . Somemoviesitesrequire a subscription ,

butwefound a fairlydecentrange of freefilms
,

althoughthequalityvaries .
If youknowwhich

serviceyouwant
, youcanusetheAppsoption ,

whereyou' ll findeverythingfrom iPlayerand
YouTube to FailBlog.

WhenwefirsttriedtheBoxeeBox
,

weran
into a numberof bugs . Thesehavebeenfixed

,

andnowtheonlyproblemwas a screeching
soundwhenweskippedscenesonourBlu-ray
rip . This is easy to forgivewhentheBoxeeBox
otherwiseprovidessuch a flawlesscombination
of onlineandnetworkmediastreaming . It' s

not
cheap ,

but it' s thebeststreameryoucanbuy
andeasilywinsourUltimateaward.

It successfully played thevideocontent of
our

Blu-rayripandgaveusfullmenusupport for
mostDVDISOrips ,

aswellashappilyplayingall
ourcodec testfiles . Alongside a list of

filenames
,

thebrowser shows a previewwindowforvideo

filesandalbumartformusic . Wewereannoyed
to findthatmusic tracksusuallyproduced a

slightskipwhenwestartedplayingthem .
After

that
,

entiredirectories played in
correctalbum

orderwithoutfurtherproblems . Directories full
of videosalsoplayedsequentially . Photoviewing
worked reasonablywell

,

andalthough the
slideshowviewerhadtroubleloading a 38MB

TIFFimage ,

smallerTIFFsweren' t
a problem.

TheEM7080 is cheapfor a streamerthat
canacceptaninternalharddiskandcomeswith

a phenomenal five-yearwarranty ,

but it' s also

noisyanditsfunctionality is compromised if

youdon' t add a
harddisk . WepreferWestern

Digital
'

s WDTVLiveHub.
O

0

32 ,

D3
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MEDIASTREAMERS

EMINENT
hdMEDIAStreamDTS
EditionEM7075

* * *

£116 incVAT
Fromwww.amazon.co.uk

Eminent' s budgetmediastreamer is a glossy
littleblackboxthatwon'

t takeupmuchroom
next

to yourTV . It hasonlyoneUSBportfor
anexternalharddisk

,

whichmaybe a problem
if yourdiskrequiresanextraportforpower .

It

alsohasHDMI
, composite ,

stereophono ,

optical S /
PDIFand10

/
100Ethernet ports.

Theremote is smallbutwelldesigned ,

with
just a fewbasicbuttons to play , skip , navigate
andaccessoptions . There' s noalphanumeric
pad ,

which isn' t a seriousproblemasthere' s an
onscreenkeyboard . However

,

thekeyboard is

in alphabeticalorder
,

whichmakes it a little
slow

to use if you' re more
familiarwith a QWERTY

layout . Theremote' s

buttonsareoversensitive
,

too
,

so it' s easy to click

through twomenusby
holding a keyfortoolong.

Thestreamer hasan
unimaginativebutnicely
designed ribboninterface

,

with iconsthatbearmore

VERDICTAlthough it' s

manybasicmediastre
alsomuchmoreexpen

SYABAS

PopcornHourA-210
*

*
*

£209incVAT
Fromwww.advancedmp3players.co.uk

Syabas' s PopcornHourstreamers areknown
fortheiradaptabilityandwereamong thefirst
to includebuilt-inBitTorrentandUsenet
clients . Furtherdevelopmentscomequickly
thanks to a keenuserdevelopment community
thatproducesnewappsandfeatures.

TheA-210
is

a basicbutwell-builtblack
metalboxwithHDMI

, component , composite
andS-videooutputs , plusstereophonoand
bothopticalandcoaxial S

/ PDIFoutputs . It has

Gigabit Ethernet andtwostandardUSBports
forconnecting external storage ,

a wireless

adaptor or a USBkeyboard.
A USBType B portallowsyou to connect

it

to yourPCasanexternal

storagedevice . There' s

room to fit either a 21
/
2in

or 3Y in harddisk
;

the
A-210makeslittlenoise
with a disk installed and
nonewithoutone . Once

you'veattachedeither
internal or externalhard
disks

, youcanusethe
PopcornHour' s built-in
NAS features

to
shareits

contentviaSamba
,

UPnP
,

FTP or NFSfileshares . The

MAILILTX0

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER1xstereo

phonooutput ,

lx optical S

/

PDIFoutput ,

lx

HDMIoutput ,

lx composite output , supports
WMA ,AAC

,

OGG
,

WAV
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4 ,APC ,

F1.264,WMV9 ,
XviD

,

AVI ,WMV ,

Matroska
(

MKV
)

,

MOV
(

H264
)

,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PARTCODEEM7075
DETAILS www.eminent-online.com

MAILILLID
VERDICT Althoughits
basic functionalityare

expensiveandlackspo

resemblance to thefeatures theyrepresentthan
most . Selectinganiconmakes a furtherset of

options appearbelow . Networkgivesyou the
option of accessingUPnP

,

SambaandYouTube
content . Thenextribbon tabsareVideo

,

Music
andPhotos

,

whichdisplaycontentonly if you
have a USBharddiskconnected.

TheYouTube interface takessomegetting
used to youmustselectyourvideoandthen
presstheoptions buttonandchoose fullscreen
fromthemenu . Moreirritating is theclient'

s

inability to playolderYouTube videos
it only

supportsrecentvideos
encoded in H.264 . The
EM7075hasanintegrated
NASserverandBitTorrent
andNZBUsenetdownload

easier to usethan
amers

,

theEM7075
is

sive

remotecontrol is anugly
wedge of silverplasticwith
loads of clunkyandconfusingbuttons .

It

lightsup in thedark
, though ,

which is handyfor
midnight moviesessions.

Therearetwomain interfaces . One is a file
browser

,

whichshowsallthemedia fileson a

localdrive or network share . Theotherdivides
filesbytype audio

,

video
, picturesandplaylists.

Thisworksautomatically forUPnPcontent
,

but
theA-210has to write

a smallfile to anytarget
SMBshareyouwant to viewlikethis . Filesare

displayedas a list
,
withoutthumbnails

,

albumart
or anyadditional information . Thefeatures you

getdependonhowyou' re

sharingyourcontent . The
A-210worksbestwiththe
myiHomeUPnP
serveralbumartandtrack
informationdidn' t display
properly whenweused
WindowsMediaPlayer' s

UPnPsharing.
PopcornHour' s format

support is legendary ,

and
theA-210playedevery file
wethrew at it

, although
wenoticed a couple of

formatsupportand

good ,

theA-210 is

lish

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER
lx stereo

phonooutput ,

lx coaxial S
/

PDIFoutput ,

lx

optical S / PDIFoutput ,

1xHDMI output ,

1x
component output ,

lx 5-video output ,

lx

compositeoutput , supports WMA ,WMA-DRM ,

AAC
,

OGG ,Wav,MP3audio
,

MPEG1
,
MPEG2

,

MPEG4,APC , H.264 ,WMV9 ,

XviD
,
DivX,AVI,ASF ,

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,
RMP4

,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PARTCODEA-210
DETAILS www.popcomhouccom

capabilities ,

butyoucan

onlyusethese if you
connect a USBharddisk.

Formatsupport is broad
,

andwehadno trouble
playing any of ourtestfiles

,

includingBlu-rayandDVD
ISOrips . Blu-rayplayback

wasvideoonly ,

withnomenus . Playing videos is

whatthisstreamerdoesbest
,

withfeaturessuch
asvideoplaylists , well-implementedchapter
skipping ,

fastforwardingandvideoresumption.
A simpleoptions menumakes it easy to switch
betweenaudio andsubtitle tracks.

Playingaudioworksfairlywell
,

withnosound

glitcheswhenweskippedtracks . Albumart
is

displayedcorrectlyandplaylistsaresupported.
Youcansorttracksbyfilename or title

,

andtrack
ordering is correct.

Thephotoviewerandslideshowoptionsare
basic . Therearejusttwostyles of transition

,

but
youcanrotate

,

zoomandpanaroundphotosand
skipbetween them . It onlydisplays thumbnails if

theentireplayer is set
to thumbnail mode

,

but
thismakes it harder to navigatefolders astheir
namesappearas a smallline

of
text

at the
bottom

of thescreenwhenyouhighlightthem.
TheEM7075 is

a good mediastreamer
,

but
it' s letdownbypoorYouTubecodecsupportand

a higher-than-averageprice . WepreferWestern

Digital
'

s significantlycheaperWDTVLive.

411114o *

11111

Eta111111
:

0

minor frameskips in our1080pH.264MOVfile.
Wewereimpressed bythestreamer' s support
forbothDVDandBlu-raydiscsandIS0s

,

including fully functionalmenus.
TheA-210canplayalmostanykind of media

filebutdoesn'
t haveallthefeatures wewant.

Videoplaylistsupport isn' t built in

, althoughyou
canadd it withanapp . Photo thumbnailsare
onlyavailable in mediabrowser modeandyou
can' t advancemanuallybetween slides.

Supported internetmediaservices include
Shoutcast intemetradioandfullaccess to your
FlickrandPicasaaccounts

,

butSyabas is
no

longerallowed to provide YouTube access
,

which
is a majorloss.

TheA-210workswellforvideoandaudio
and is anobviouschoiceforthosewholike

to

tinkerwiththeirmediadevicesbutitsfeatures
aren' t sleekenough to make

it friendlyand easy
to useformost . At £209

,

it' s alsoveryexpensive
whenyoucanbuytheD-LinkBoxeeBoxor

Western DigitalWDTVLiveHubforless.
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UEBO
M200Bronze

*

*

*

£135incVAT
Fromwww.uebo.net

Uebo' s
M200 is largerandchunkierthanmost

streamingmediareceivers
, partlybecause it

has a bayfor a 3Y2inSATAharddisk
,

whichyou
canbuywiththestreamer . This fitson to

a

metalplatethatunscrews from thebottom of

thechassis .
A smallinternalfanprovides

cooling , alongwith a quietbuthigh-pitched
whine thatmayirritatesome.

It hasanHDMIport , opticalandco-axial
S

/
PDIFoutputs , componentandcomposite

videooutputsand a pair of stereophonoports ,

alongwith a 10
/
100Ethernetport . Ontheside

is a pair of USBportsforconnecting external

storage or anoptional
wirelessdongle ,

a

memory cardreaderand
a USBType B portthat
allowsyou to

connectthe
M200 to yourPCasan
externalstoragedevice.

Theremotecontrol is

fairlycompactbuthas
someredundantbuttons

,

including a largely
pointlessnumberpad.

TheM200has a sleek
ribboninterface

, although

VIEWSONIC
VMP74

*

* *

£111incVAT
Fromwww.scan.co.uk

ViewSonic' s VMP74 is hardlythepinnacle of

designasfarasmediastreamersgo ,

but it has
someunusual features

, including a

dualpurpose USB /
eSATAportforstorage .

There' s

also a secondUSBport ,

soyoucanconnect
externaldrives

,

a keyboard or even a mouse.
TheVMP74alsohastheobligatoryHDMI

port , optical S /
PDIFoutand10

/
100Ethemet

port , alongwith a 3.5mmAVoutput ,

which

youcansplitintocompositevideoandstereo

phonousing a suppliedcable.
TheTV-styleremotecontrol is cleanly laid

out
,

soitslargenumber of buttonsdoesn' t

becometooconfusing .
Analphanumeric

keypadletsyouentertextand a set
of

arrow

keysis
used to navigate

themenusystemand
evenmove a mouse

pointeraround . However
,

usingthearrowkeys to

movethepointerproved
slow

,

inaccurateand

intenselyirritating.
Themain interfacehas

a
basic functionribbon

acrossthetop of the
screen . Asyouhighlight
eachcategory ,

more

MA[1111LUil

VERDICT TheM200 w

standout .
Thebasicbu

something thatcomes

VERDICTWeliked the
browser

,

buttheVMP

underpowered in gen

orkswellbutdoesn' t

ndle is expensive for
without a harddisk

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER lx stereo

phonooutput ,

lx coaxial S /
PDIFoutput ,

lx

optical S /
PDIFoutput ,

lx HDMI output ,

lx

component output ,

lx composite output ,

supportsWMA ,AAC ,

OGG
,

Wav
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1
,

RealNetworks ,AVI ,WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,

RMP4
,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PART CODEM200Bronze
DETAILS www.uebo.net

aEll=374
Flash-enabledweb

74feelssluggishand
eral

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIARECEIVER lx stereo

phonooutput ,

lx optical S /
PDIFoutput ,

lx

HDMIoutput ,

lx composite output , supports
WMA

,

WMA-DRM
,

AAC
,

OGG
,

Wav
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

VC-1
,

AVI ,WMV ,

Matroska
(

MKV
)

,

MOV
(

H.264
)

,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PART CODEVMP74
DETAILSwww.viewsoniceurope.com

j

wefoundthatitsresolution
defaulted to 480pandwehad to

set it to 1080p to matchourTV.

Options include a browserthatallows

you to viewmediafilesonthenetwork or the
M200' s internalharddisk

,

internetchannels

( includingYouTubeandFlickr
)

,

internet radioand
controlsforthe integratedBitTorrentclient.

There' s alsoaniconforyourmedialibrary ,

whichallowsyou to viewcontentstoredonthe
player' s harddisk . A filecopytool letsyou
transferfilesbetween thestreamer' s

driveand
otherdevicesonthenetwork . Theinterfaces

allowyou to viewallyour
mediafiles or onlymusic

,

movies or images ,

which is

handy if youwant to

browseyourmusic
collectionwithoutseeing
thealbumartimagefiles.

TheM200' s format

support is excellent
,

but it

didn' t supportmenu

navigationforourBlu-ray
rip .

It

hasbothvideoand
menusupport forDVDISO

rips , though ,

andallourtest

optionsopenbelow . It' s
allfairly

selfexplanatory ,

withcategoriesincluding
NetworkSharedFolders

,

UPnP
,

USB
,

web
favouritesandanRSSreader . Everything
works

,

but it allfeels ratherslow.
Unlikemostmediastreamers

,

theVMP74
has a fullyfunctional webbrowser withFlash

support . Thismeansyoucanviewalmostany
onlinevideocontent

, justasyouwouldon a PC.
Even theYouTubemenuoptionis just a short
cut to thestandardYouTubewebsite . The

advantages areobvious youcanvisit
,

useand
bookmarkyourownfavouritestreamingmedia

websiteswithoutbeing limitedby a preset list.
However

,

wehad to
connect a

mouseand

keyboard to usethe
browsereffectively . The

iPlayeroptionin the
VMP74' s menusystem
says ' comingsoon'when

youselect it

,

butyoucan
browse to theBBC' s iPlayer
websiteandwatchonline.

Thestreamercan' t play
Blu-rayripsproperlybut
otherwise it hasexcellent
video formatsupport . It

hadnoproblemnavigating

MEDIASTREAMERS

filesworked . Videoplaylists aren' t supportedbut
thestreamerplaysentiredirectories in sequence.
Youhave to clicknexttwice to move to thenext
video or

audiotrack
,

soyoucan' t accidentally
skip in themiddle of a movie

,

but it' s lesshelpful
if youwant

to skip throughanalbum.
Wenoticed a briefpausebeforeaudio

tracksstartedplaying . UPnPandMediaLibrary
indexed filesaredisplayed in albumorderbut
thosesharedviaSMBwerelistedalphabetically.
Photoslideshows work

,

butyoudon'
t get a

thumbnail indexandskipping images is slow.
ThebasicM200costs$210

(

aroundf135
).

Althoughpricesare in USdollars
,

UKordersship
fromIrelandfor a minimumcost of $25

(

around

f 16
)

. It
hasmost of

thefeatures you' re likely to

wantfrom a mediastreamer
, especially if you

want to

fit a harddisk .
However

,

somefeatures
,

suchasthephotobrowsing,

lackpolish .

Western

Digital
'

s

WDTVLiveHub is similarly priced ,

comeswith a harddiskand is easier to use.

menusandplayingvideofromDVD ISOfiles.
Videofilestake a while to loadbutplay
smoothly . Weparticularly likedthethumbnail
sizedvideopreviews thatappearwithfullsound

afteryouhighlight a filefor a fewseconds.

Audioformatsupport is comprehensive ,

but
trackskipping ,

likemanyof thestreamer' s

functions
,

is sluggish andtheVMP74doesn' t

displayalbumartwork . Picturebrowsingwasalso
slowandthescreen goesblackfor a fewseconds

whenyouskipbetween slides . Theautomatic
slideshow andthumbnailpreviewsworkedwell

,

though ,

andthere' s
a shortcut to Flickr

,

where

youcanlog in

,

search or browsewithease.

TheVMP74hassomegreatfeatures
,

but it

costsmorethancomparablestreamersandfeels
slowandunderpowered . We likedhaving a fully
functionalwebbrowser

,

buttheremotecontrol
is unsuitable fornavigating it . WepreferWestern

Digital
'

s
WDTVLive or

,

if youdon' t mindpaying
extraforonlinefeatures

,

D-Link' s
BoxeeBox.

0

CCI

N° and issue date : 277 - 01/03/2011
Circulation : 53114
Frequency : Monthly
ComputerShopper_277_92_350.pdf
Web Site: http://www.computershopper.com

Page : 99
Size : 80 %
5366 cm2

Copyright (Computer Shopper)
No reproduction without authorisation

6 / 10

D-link

http://www.computershopper.com


MEDIASTREAMERS

WESTERNDIGITAL
WDTVLive

* * * * *

£77incVAT
Fromwww.digital-fusion.co.uk

WesternDigital
'

s WDTVLivehasheldon
to itsBestBuyawardfor a couple of years
now

,

thanks in part to regularupdates to its
firmware . Themodelwetestedherehas
the latestfirmware butthehardware

is the
sameasthatwereviewed a yearago.

We' re fans of theWDTVLive' s diminutive
sizeandminimalistdesign . Eventheremote
control is compact . There' s noroom

to addan
internalharddisk

,

buttheWDTVtakesupvery
littlespaceand is completely silent

.
At the

back
of thestreamer

, you' ll findtheusual
HDMIandopticalS

/
PDIFoutputs , alongwith

a

10 / 100Ethernet portand3.5mmcomposite
andcomponentoutputs . Breakoutcables are
provided to ensurethat
theseworkwithyourTV.

Themenusystem is

clearandeasyontheeye.
Youcanselectfrom
Video

,

PhotoandAudio
options ,

andeachtype
offers a range of sources.
Youcanplayvideofiles
from localstoragedevices

through itstwoUSB

ports ,

andaccessfiles

WESTERNDIGITAL
WDTVLiveHub

* *
* * *

£152incVAT
Fromwww.scan.co.uk

horizontalscrolling bar
at

thebottom of thescreen
,

leavingtherestfree to

displaythewallpaper of

yourchoice . Youcanview
contentstored in SMB or

UPnPsharesonyour
network or usetheHub'

s

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

BESTBUY

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

ULTIMATE

VERDICTWith
a low

p

interface
,

theWDTVL

mediastreamerforyou

WesternDigitalhasconsistently impressedus
withitsWDTVmediaplayersandstreamers

,

thanks to theircompactdesigns ,

slick
interfacesandcomprehensive formatsupport.
TheWDTVLiveHub is thefirst to comewith
a built-in1TBharddisk

,

soyoucanstorefiles
locally or use it as

a mediaserver to share
thosefileswithotherdevicesonyournetwork

using UPnP
,

SMB
or iTunes . TheLiveHubhas

a GigabitEthernetport ,

aswellasHDMI
,

component , compositeandoptical S
/ PDIF

outputs . It hastwoUSBports ,

onefrontand
onerear

,

forconnecting externalstorage.
TheHub' s Mochimenusystem is colourful

andeasy to navigate ,

with
a stylish fontandsimple
animatedicons

,
andthe

streameritself is a brilliant
piece of minimalist design.
Themainmenu

is
a

VERDICT Thebuilt-in
idealforeveryone ,

but
incrediblemediaplaye
menusand a sleekapps

fromUPnPmediaserversonyour
network or fromshared foldersonPCs
or networkstoragedevices.

Itscodecsupport is excellent
,

and it played
everythingshort of WMV-Prosoundtracks and
protectedfileformats .

It' s worthnoting thatthe
WDTVLivedefaults

to Digitalaudiomode
,

though . You' ll have to changethis to Stereo to

guarantee that it outputsvideosoundtracks in

a waythatworkswithmostTVs
,

ratherthan
requiring anAVreceiverthatsupportsDolby
Digital or DTSsurroundsound.

YoucanalsoviewvideosfromYouTube . The
interfaceforthis looksgreat ,

andprovides easy
access to videos in variouscategories ,

suchas
toprated

, recentlyposted
andrecommended . Youcan
alsolog in

to watchvideos
fromyourownaccount.
TheWDTVLiveplaysHD
videos

,

andselectsthe
highestqualityversion

automatically . Theonly
downside is thatentering
search termswiththe
remoteandonscreen

keyboard is fiddly.

riceandglossy
ive is theperfect

r livingroom

STREAMINGMULTIMEDIA RECEIVER lx stereo
phonooutput ,

lx
HDMIoutput ,

lx component
output ,

lx composite output , supportsWMA
,

AAC
,

OGG
,

Wav
,

MP3audio
,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,
APC

,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX ,AVI
,

WMV
,

M KV
,

MOV
,

RMP4
,

VOB
,
ISOvideo

PART CODEWDBAAN0000NBK
DETAILS www.wdc.com

MAIMIUIZOi

syncfeature
to copyfilesfrom

yournetwork or a USBdrive to the
streamer itself.

Youcanbrowseyourphotosbydate
,

filename or rating,

or simplynavigatebyfolder
,

with a thumbnaildisplayandplenty of slideshow

options . Music is organised byalbum
,

track
,

genreandartist
,

andthere' s supportfor
numerousplaylist formats.

Videoplaybacksupport is comprehensive ,

withallthecoders
,
containers andsubtitling

optionsyoucouldwant . Youcanscanthrough
footage or skip to a particular timebyentering it

numerically . Thedeviceallowsyou to resume

playback fromwhereyou
leftoff

,

and a little icon

appearsonthefile
to show

that this is available
(

it' s

alsogreatforreminding
youwhichepisodeyou' re

harddiskmaynotbe
this is stillan

r

,

withgorgeous
arance

HARDDISK STREAMING MULTIMEDIA DEVICE
lx stereophonooutput ,

lx optical S
/ PDIF

output ,
lx

HDMI output ,

lx componentoutput ,

lx composite output , supportsWMA ,AAC
,

OGG
,

Way
,
MP3audio

,

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1
,

AVI
,

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,

VOB
,

ISOvideo
PART CODEWDBABZ0010BBK
DETAILS www.wdc.com

on
)

. Wehadnocomplaints
withquality ,

from
standard-definition home
moviesup to 1080p
Blu-rayqualityfootage.

Youcanaccess
FacebookontheLiveHub

,

whichlooksgreatand

=

0
e

so 1

)

0

0

$ 1.4"11

Youcanaccessphotos fromthesamewide
range of sources

,

with a Flickroptionreplacing
YouTube forwebcontentYoucanbrowse

photosbyfolder
or date

,

andthe10onscreen
thumbnailsmakethiseasy . It recognisesPLS

,

M3UandWPLaudioplaylists ,

or youcanbrowse
byartist

, genre ,

date
,

folder or album
,

with10
albumartthumbnailsappearingonscreen

at

once . Internetradiosupportcomescourtesy of

Live365andDeezer
,

whichgivesyou a selection
of currentcharthits . You canalsoconnect

to

yourFacebookaccount
,

which is handyfor
viewing photos ,

butwewouldn' t want to usean
onscreenkeyboard to makeupdates.

If you' re lookingfor a mediastreamerand
youdon' t requirewirelessnetworking ,

theWD
TVLive is theone to buy . It feelsmorelike

a

consumer device
,

suchas a Blu-rayplayer ,

than a

complexpiece of technicalequipment ,

which
is

impressivefor a unitthathassomanyfunctions.
TheWDTVLiveretainsitsBestBuyaward.

workswell . Youcanbrowse throughphotos ,

checkuponyourfriendsandaddstatusupdates.
TheLiveHubsupportsUSBkeyboards forthe
latter

, althoughwestillhad to usetheremote to

navigate . Themid-sizedremote is welldesigned ,

with
a mouldedrubberunderside and

welllabelledcontrols . OtherservicesincludeFlickrfor
photos ,

Live365 forinternetradioandYouTube
,

but thelack of
HDsupportwasdisappointing.

We' re notconvinced thattheLiveHub
is

a

must-buyforeveryone . Mostpeople store their
mediafilesontheirPC

or laptop . Thisenables
you to organiseyour fileseasily in Windowsand
thenstream them

to a mediaplayerforviewing
onyourTV . If youwant

to store filesonyour
network

,

a NASdevice
is thebestoption ,

with
a streamingmediaplayer in thelivingroom.
However

,

if youwant a singledevicebothfor
sharingandplayingyourmedia

,

theHub'
s slick

menusystem , relatively largeharddisk
,

breadth
of featuresandsurprisingly lowpricemake

it the
besttoolforthejob.
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UPnPandawayShar :

IJ

°

,t

/ Inda ,AisMedia Iffil

WindowsMediaPlayer12 is
thedefault

versionforWindows 7 .
Tosetup a UPnP

server
, youfirstneed to openMediaPlayer.

Thesetupprocess is easier if youhaveaccess

to

thefulltoolbar
,

soright-clickon a blank
section

of
themedianavigation bar

(

theone
withthebackandforwardsarrows at

itsfar
left

)

, go to ViewandselectShowmenubar
(

or

justhitCtrl-M
).

First
,

makesureallthemediayouwant to

share is available to MediaPlayer . Windows'
standardVideo

,

MusicandPicturedirectories
areselectedbydefault

,

but if youkeepany
contentelsewhere

, youshouldaddthis
,

too.
ClickOrganize , Manage librariesandselect
Music

,

Video or Pictures.ALibraryLocations

windowwillopen . Fromthere
, youcanclick

Addandbrowse to
thelocation of youmedia.

If
theaccountyou' re settingup to share

mediahasAdministratorprivileges , you' ll be
able to addcontentfromotherusers'libraries

,

whichmeans thateveryone' s contentwillbe
accessible through a singleconvenientshare.

If youhave
a
lot

of
content

,

WindowsMedia

Playercantake a while to indexeverything ,

sohavepatience yourmediawon'
t
be

accessible until it hasbeenindexed.
Onceyou'veaddedallthemediayou

need
, you' ll have to share it withtherest of

yournetwork . ClickStreamandselect

Automaticallyallowdevices to playmymedia.

Youshouldnowbeable to viewyourUPnP

contentfromyourstreamer assoonas
WindowsMediaPlayerhasfinishedindexing

c"
' """""

"

,ammo. . megahamoda ,

Memnen . co. + ,

a Maal a ,..aan
,

ammamma ,

ama_
MM

'

a

A- ,wMI.
.

...a,

Own

" Mcad TV

r

01.1 law.
Inc

SerVil

" SettingupUPnPsharing in Windows MediaPlayer is easy , althoughits
formatsupportcanbequitelimited

it
. MediaPlayercan' t

handle allfiletypes ,

althoughversion12hasbettercodecsupport
thanitspredecessors . If youdon' t mindpaying
forbroader formatsupport , youhave a number

of options.TwonkyManager costs-15
(

around

£13includingVAT
)

and is
availableforWindows

,

MacOS X andLinux . FreeUPnPsoftware is
also

widelyavailable
, includingmyiHomeforall

operatingsystems , TVersityforWindows
(

which

caneventranscode incompatiblefilesonthe
fly

)

andFUPPES andMediaTombforLinux.

SMBSHARING INWINDOWS 7

If youdon' t want to worryaboutwhichformats

yourUPnPserver softwaresupports , you' ll be

pleased to
knowthatmostmediastreamers

supportSMB filesharing ,

alsovariouslyknown
asWindowsNetworkFileandFolderSharing ,

Samba or CIFSsharing . SettingupanSMBshare
is easyunderWindows 7.

First
,

ensure thatyourPC
is setup to share

folders withtherest
of

thenetwork . Open
ControlpanelandselectHomegroup and

sharingoptions ,

whichyou' ll findunderthe
Networkand Internetheader . SelectChange
Advancedsharingsettings . Nowscrolldown
andenableFileandprintersharing.

Browse
to thefolderyouwish to share

,

right-click it andselectProperties . Clickonthe
SharingtabandthenontheSharebutton . This

willopen a window thatallowsyou to select

withwhomyouwant to
sharethefolder . Click

onthepull-down tab
,

selectEveryone andclick
thebuttonmarkedAdd .

NowclickShare . Repeat

V

Pmfbla Verakma

Shang
1

Moak lieandFdderSawing

4111Sh' *
al

"

c

NatwookPath :

NVCATORPHANIDESWare N .
KatOndmitieilataie

UK : 3

Galan
*

Advanced Strang

Sdatompannekna .
mademapleMama and at oar

advanced : Maimoptima.

PameadPenedion

Peelle madhewa neraccaMandpeematiforam
CaplanacmesManedWere

ToCh,-geett " IAN . oath . hkcao& and s ,a.ncola.

WQ1

- Somemediastreamerscanconnectdirectly
to a

sharedfolderonyourhomenetwork

theprocess foranyotherdirectories you' d like
to setupasSMBshares.

Whenpeopleconnect to theshare
, they' ll

need to provide a
usernameandpasswordas

storedonthesharingmachine
.

If youdon' t

wantusernamesandpasswords , go to the
Advancedsharing optionsandselect ' Turnoff
password-protectedsharing' . Notethatthis
turnsoffpassword-protectedsharingonall
shared folders

,

not justyourmediafolders.

Choose people to
sharewith

Type a nameandthen dickAdd
,

m can *
themow to Andsomeone.

KatOrphanides
Everyone

Homes... "

i41129hann

Skw" Frni
-

Select theEveryoneoption to share a foldercontainingallyourmedia
with a streaming receiver

LabsverdictMediastream
Few of

themediastreamersonthemarket

todayareasfinickyandawkward to use
asthose of previous generations ,

butthere
arestillplenty of different featuresand
interfaces to choosebetween . If you' re

lookingfor a basicmediastreamer to letyou
access youraudio

,

videoandphoto files

plus a fewweb
servicesyou

won' t find a

betterbargain thanourBestBuywinner
,

Western Digital
'

s
WDTVLive.

If youwant to storesandsharemediafrom
yourstreameraswellasusingthedevice to

viewfiles
,

WesternDigitalhas a secondoption
in theform of

theWDTVLiveHub . Withits
glossy interfaceand a

1TBharddisk
,

it wins
anUltimateAward.

MEDIASTREAMERS

Finally ,

if youwantto spend a
littlemore

moneyon a mediastreamer thatdoubles as
aninternetTVreceiver

,

D-Link' s astonishing
BoxeeBox is thedevice foryou .

It notonly
letsyoustreamlocalmedia to yourTVbut
alsoletsyouwatchonlineTVfromtheBBC

,

Channel 4

,

Channel 5 andmanyother
sources . It alsowinsanUltimateaward.

0-LINK
BoxeeBox

* * * * *

WESTERNDIGITAL
WDTVLive

* * * * *

WESTERNDIGITAL
WDTVLiveHub

* * * * *
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0

100

MEDIASTREAMERS

MANUFACTURER A.C . RYAN APPLE
ULTIMATE

D-LINK EMINENT

ModelPlayon!HDMini

Rating *
*

*
* *

Mediastreamer typeStreamingmultimedia receiver Streamingmultimedia receiver

AudioMP3playback Yes
AudioWMAplayback Yes

AudioWMA-DRMplaybackNo
AudioAACplayback Yes

AudioProtectedNoMCplayback
AudioOGGpia

/

backYes

AudioWaypW)adcYes
AudioAudible playbackNo

OtheraudioformatsFLAC
,

COOK
,

InternetaudiostreamingShoutcast
services

Videoformats

Video containersupport

Internetvideostreaming
services

Surround soundformat
support

VOB

None

BMPsupportYes

JPEGsupportYes
TIFFsupportYes

PNGsupportYes

Internet " o services

NETWORK INTERFACES
Wirednetworkports

Audiooutputs

Powerconsumption standby
Powerconsumption on

Accessories

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,
MPEG4 ,APC ,

MPEG4
,

H264
, MJPEG

H.264
, WMV9

,

RealVideo
,

XviD
,

DivX

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,
MPEG4

,

AVI
,

ASF
,

MPEG4
,

MOV
, MJPEG

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV
,

RM
,

RMVB
,

DTS
, DolbyDigitalAC35.1

, DolbyDolbyDigital5.1
TrueHD ,AAC7.1

Flickr
,

Picasa

lx 10
/
100

Optional

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx optical lx optical S

/

PDIFoutput
S / PDIFoutput

Video outputs lx HDMIoutput ,

lx component lx HDMIoutput
output ,

lx compositeoutput

Otherconnectors2xUSB

Dimensionsincluding60x227x165mm
antenna

(

HxWxDmm
) ( lying

horizontally )

Serversoftware included

UPnPYes
?onesNo

SlimServer Yes

SMBYes

PartcodePV73200P

OW

6W

Remote control
,

HDMIcable
,

composite cable
,

USBcable
,

wirelessadaptor

YetAnotherMovieJukebox ,

SambaExtensionPackage

PriceincludiN VAT£80
Warrantyduration andtermsOneyearRTB

Supplierwww.micomonline.co.uk

Detailswww.playonhd.com

TV
(

2ndGeneration
)

BoxeeBox

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Apple Lossless
,

AIFF

Internet radio

No

Yes

Yes

No

Flickr

lx 10/ 100

802.11n

MicroUSB
(

serviceonly )

23x98x98mm

OW

2W

Remotecontrol

iTunes

No

Yes

No

No

£92

OneyearRTB

www.techdepotco.uk

www.apple.com
MC572B /

A

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

* lc *
* *

Streamingmultimedia receiver

AUDIOCOMPATIBILITY

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

FLAG

Shoutcast
,

Lastfm

VIDEOCOMPATIBILITY

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1

MPEG1
,
MPEG2

,

MPEG4,AVI ,

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV,VOB ,

ISO

YouTube
(

HD
)

, AppleMovieYouTube
(

HD
)

, iPlayer
(

HD
)

Service

DolbyDigital , DolbyDigitalDolbyDigital5.1
,

DTS
TrueHD

,

DTS
,

DTSMasterAudio

IMAGECOMPATIBILITY

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Flickr
,

Picasa

lx
10

/
100

802.11nWirelesssutworki support

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx optical lx stereophonooutput ,

lx optical
S /

PDIF output S /
PDIF output

lx HDMIoutput

2xUSB
,

SD
,

SDHC
,

MMC

114x114x114mm

OW

12W

Remotecontrol
,

HDMIcable

SERVER COMPATIBILITY

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

BUYINGINFORMATION
£200

OneyearRTB

voniwzawi.com

www.dlinkco.uk

DSM-380

hdMEDIARTEM7080

* *
*

Harddiskstreaming multimedia
device

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

FLAC
,

COOK
Shoutcast

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4 ,APC
,

H.264 ,WMV9 ,

XviD
,

DivX

MPEG2
,

MPEG4 ,AVI ,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV,VOB ,

ISO

None

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Flickr
, Picasa

ix
10

/ 100

Optional

lx HDMIoutput,

lx component
output,

1xcomposite output

2xUSB
,

1xUSB
(

client
)

50x166x166mm

OW

7W

Remotecontrol
, component cable

,

composite cable
, optical S

/
PDIF

cable
,

USBcable

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£125

Fiveyears'RTB

www.amazon.co.uk

www.eminent-online.com

EM7080
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EMINENT SYABAS UEBO VIEWSONIC
BESTBUY

WESTERN
DIGITAL

ULTIMATE

WESTERN
DIGITAL

hdMEDIAStream
DTSEdition
EM7075

* *
*

Streamingmultimedia
receiver

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

APC
,

H264,WMV9 ,

XviD
,

DivX

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

AVI
,

WMV
,

MKV
,

MOV,VOB
,

ISO

YouTube
(

HD
)

DolbyDigital5.1
,

DTS

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

None

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx

optical S
/
PDIF output

lx HDMIoutput ,

lx

composite output

1xUSB

35x180x104mm

PopcornHour
A-210

* *
*

Streamingmultimedia
receiver

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

FLAC

Shoutcast
,

Live365
,

Radiobox

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

APC
,

H.264 ,WMV9 ,

XviD
,

DivX

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

AVI ,ASF,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV
,

RMP4 ,VOB
,

ISO

SayaTV

DTS
,

DTS-HDHR
,

DTS-HDDolbyDigital5.1
MA

, DolbyDigital , Dolby
DigitalPlus

, Dolby TrueHD

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

4W6W
6W9W

Flickr
,

Picasa
,

PhotobucketFlickr
,

Picasa

lx
stereophonooutput ,

lx

coaxial S
/

PDIFoutput ,

lx

optical S /
PDIF output

lx HDMIoutput ,

lx

componentoutput ,

lx S-videooutput ,

lx

composite output
2xUSB

,

lx USB
(

client
)

32x270x132mm

Remotecontrol
, opticalRemotecontrol

,

HDMI
S /

PDIF cable
,

Ethernetcable
,

cable
,

USBdatacable
,

USB

composite cableextension cable

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£116

Fiveyears'RTB

www.amazon.co.uk

MyiHome

Yes

No

No

Yes

EM7075A-210
ISSUE277 " COMPUTERSHOPPER "

MARCH2011

M200Bronze

* * *

Streamingmultimedia
receiver

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1
,

RealNetworks

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

AVI ,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV
,

RMP4 ,VOB ,

ISO

YouTube
(

HD
)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx

coaxial S
/
PDIF output ,

lx

optical S /
PDIFoutput

lx
HDMIoutput ,

lx

componentoutput ,

lx

composite output

2xUSB
,

SD
,

SDHC
,

MMC
,

MemoryStick
, Memory

StickPro

70x230x165mm

OW

17W

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£209£135
OneyearRTBOneyearRTB

www.advancedmp3players . www.uebo.net
co.uk

M200BRONZE

VMP74

*
* *

Streamingmultimedia
receiver

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

FLACFLAC ,AIFF

Shoutcast
,

Live365Live365
,

Deezer

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1

MPEG2
,

MPEG4,AVI,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV
,

VOB
,

ISO

Web-based Flash
(

HD
)

YouTube
(

HD
)

DolbyDigital51

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Flickr

lx
10

/

100

Optional

lx stereophonooutput ,

lx

optical S / PDIF output

lx HDMIoutput ,

lx

composite output

lx USB
,

lx eSATA
/

USB

28x132x101mm

OW

SW

Remotecontrol
,

HDMIRemotecontrol
cable

, compositecable
,

USB
cable

,
wirelessadaptor

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£111

OneyearRTB

www.scan.co.uk

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

WDTVLive

* * * * *

Streaming multimedia
receiver

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

APC
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

AVI ,WMV ,

MKV
,

May
,

RMP4 ,VOB ,

ISO

DolbyDigital5.1
,

DTS

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Flickr

lx 10 / 100

Optional

lx

stereophonooutput

lx
HDMIoutput ,

lx

componentoutput ,

lx

composite output

2xUSB

40x125x100mm

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£77

OneyearRTB

www.digital-fusion.co.uk

www.eminent-online.comwww.popcomhour.comwww.uebo.netwww.viewsoniceurope.comwww.wdc.com

MEDIASTREAMERS
COMPUTER
SHOPPER

WDTVLiveHub

*
*

* * *

Harddiskstreaming
multimediadevice

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

FLAC ,AIFF

Live365
,

Deezer

MPEG1
,

MPEG2
,

MPEG4
,

H.264
,

WMV9
,

XviD
,

DivX
,

VC-1

MPEG2
,

MPEG4,AVI ,WMV ,

MKV
,

MOV,VOB
,

ISO

YouTube
(

HD
)

DolbyDigital5.1
,

DTS

Flickr

4WBW
9W11W

lx
10

/

100
/

1 ,000

Optional

lx
stereophonooutput ,

lx

optical S
/

PDIFoutput

lx
HDMIoutput ,

lx

componentoutput ,

lx

composite output

2xUSB

32x198x100mm

Remotecontrol
, component Remote control.

cable
, compositecable

None

Yes

No

No

Yes

£152

OneyearRTB

www.scan.co.uk

www.wdc.com

VMP74WDBAAN0000NBK WDBABZ0010BBK
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